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About the cover...

“Things happen. Plans fail. People betray.®

The cover is a representation of all the things people need, or
think they need, to survive. A good grade 1In class, acceptance from
peers, a big wedding with lots of friends, or maybe just a friend to
hold. In every case we, as humans, have tojudge what we deenm
worthy and what we are going to cast aside. The journal passage

below deals with the struggles of life and provides a good rating
systenm.

...She filled a cup with rice. Rice equals the little things in life.

She then placed stones In the cup. They represented large important
things. The stones didn"t fit. In a second cup she placed some more

stones. Then rice was added. The rice filled In the gaps left by the
stones.”

So rtiswith our lives. Too many times K
we worry about all the little things we have |
to do. And the big things just seem to over-
take after that. Perhaps 1t’s time to take a
moment and finish our ‘big’ projects and
then some of the “small’ ones.

Jason Paul Armstrong
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World
According
1o Burm

By Randy Streu

Once a student comes to
Spring Arbor College, one of
three things will happen. Either
the student will grow extremely
strong In faith, begin to ques-
tion that faith, or simply experi-
ence no change whatsoever.
Obvious, right? In a Christian
college community, you will
often find a sort of spiritual
apathy which comes from
hearing the same expressions of
faith, day In and day out, from
activities such as chapel and
bible classes. Of course, these
are positive and well-meaning
experiences, but soon rtcan
become such a normal thing.
Combine the normality with the
seeming lack of challenge (that
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Burm members dicuss 1deas for future events.

IS, In a Christian school, faith is
not often something that is
tested), and you have a Chris-
tianity so mundane that rtgets
hard to stay excited about a
walk with Christ.

Enter Bunn (the name
of which 1scompletely fabri-
cated and now means “to rest or
be iIn a state of relaxation’).
Burm started inDecember of
1996 with the ‘Culture Fest,” an
annual, campus-wide party
featuring ethnic foods and

= The
Crossing, a
Celtic/Folk
band from
JPUSA 1In
Chicago,
play a
lively
tune.

music In an attempt to bring
SAC students face-to-face with
the other cultures represented
here at Spring Arbor. The I1dea
for Burm started with Tytus
Friar and Chad Van Meter as a
way to unify what they saw as
the two extremes on campus:
the “partiers’and the
Churchies’ (the ultra-pious
Christians on campus). Since
then, the focus has changead
shightly, but the mission re-
mains the same. Burm IS an on-
campus, student-led organiza-
tion whose mission 1ssimply to
edify the student body spiritu-
ally, and to help students
incorporate Christ in all aspects
of campus life. Or, as Burm co-
founder and coordinator Chad
Van Meter states, Burm exists
for "bringing people that are
dissatisfied, uncomfortable, and
maladjusted to Spring Arbor’s
campus into Christian culture
and Into what the school repre-
sents. >

This mission Is not only
the reason for Burm?’s exist-

Burm goers party on.

ence. It’s also the motivation
behind what Burm ismost
known for- the social events.
These events, says Van Meter,
are one of the most urgent
needs on campus. Van Meter
remembers the people who
would come iInto the school,
and after one semester would
begin drinking and partying,
simply out of sheer boredon.
So Burm creates events to give
students of SAC positive
alternatives to a party lifestyle.
Probably the most well-
known of Burm®"s activities are
the dances. Dances are an
important part of Burm?’s
mission because, according to
Van Meter, they “bring in the
people that would not come to
any other campus events.” The
dances feature music that is fun
to listen to, including techno,

25?7 &

rap, or anything else with a
danceable beat.
But Burm 1smore than

soclal activities. The group,
working closely with the
Student Association, also offers
group discussions on important

An early
Burm
function
was
"Family %
Night'
which
frequently
had a
culteral
theme and
group
interaction.

/*

or controversial topics,
encourprayer groups around
campus. These are all a part of
why Burm exists-to let Christ
live within, not just during
Chapel and Church, but in
everything.

45



By Dawn Williams

After a long day touring
the WC F C production studio,
trying to see Oprah and walk-
ing around Chicago, SAC
students Brian Drummond and
Fesa Richert felt tired and
hungry. They sat In the dining
car of the train headed back to
Jackson with fellow student
Casey Turner. They discussed
problems with the broadcast
curriculum at SAC.

“Brian and lwere
frustrated,” said Richert. “It
seemed like everyone thought
itwas ajoke (the class projects)

and tcouldn’thelp us In the
real world. We were capable of
so much more.” Casey Turner
displayed similar feelings.

The stuffwe were
working on was good In the
8CTs, but now we are In the
907%,” said Turner. “We needed
a new tool.” Turner talked
about his high school class and
aTV program they developed
every week for public access.

Brian Drummond
wanted “hands on experience,
ne said, “To learn toaccom-
olish a goal, not waste time.

I\
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Discussion during the taping of the pilot episode of EPIC,

Echo 6

The 1dea of theirown show
took over.

The students started a list,
planning what type of show
they wanted, what audience to
target, the different segments,
etc. “ldeas were thrown
around.” satd Tom Davis, who
sat across the isle. “ltwas a big
brainstorming [session).”

The next class period,
the students brought the pro-
posal to the instructor, Doric
Morgan-Shelby. “I thought It
was a great 1dea,” said Shelby.
“lwas excited about the
project.” Shelby also felt pretty
apprehensive about the video
production class’s commitment.
"l felt strongly that we had to
nave 100% agreement and
participation to get this done,
she stated. “And we did.”

During class, students
brainstormed to name the new
show. “Because of the very
nature of the definition of
epic- a long narrative poenm,
larger than life... a number of
parts working together to make
a whole, this played through
my mind while deciding on a
title for our show,” said
Richert. “My brother had
thought of 1t for a name for his
youth group a few months ago,
and mstuck with me.” The class
voted and the name EPIC
prevailed.

Hr

The Epic crew, cast and designers.

A flurry of activity
followed the Advanced Video
class as they butlt new studio
sets, chose talent and each of
the 13 students created their
own segments for the show.
Presented to SAC lastDecem-
ber, the pilot episode of EPIC
appeared a success. “I think 1t
was a really rewarding experi-
ence for all the students,” said
Shelby. “Itwas quite an accom-
plishment.” She felt so strongly
about It that she entered 1t in
the Michigan Association of
Broadcasters competition in
January. “lwanted to test the
waters In competition,” she
said. “Competition against
some major powerhouses.

When word came back that
EPIC had taken 2nd place In
the Public Affairs Programming
category. Shelby was amazed.
“lwas jJust astounded that we
placed." she said. “Not because
we weren"t good enough, but
just because the competition
was so stiff. We were compet-
Ing against major universities
with very large budgets and
sophisticated production factli-
ties.” Turner also showed
surprise, “1’m surprised we
didn’twin first,"" he stated.
Many felt EPIC was a
rewarding experience. “Htnot
only forced us to do more, but
helped us see what we were
capable of,” said Richert. “Not
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only as a team, but as individuals.™

“lwas really proud,
sald EP1C host Lynne Veydt. “It
was just an idea, and now we're
accepting an award. ltmade me
proud we did that.”

Many students also
attribute the success to Shelby.
i"thhink a lot of credit i1sdue to
Doric,” said Turner. “Doric’s
done the most work out of
everybody. "~

itIthought itwas cool she
would go out on a limb like
that.” said Veydt. Drummond
added, “It’s incredible that she
would see our 1dea, listen, and
be willing to take extra time
and energy, tshowed a lot of
heart and care for the students.™



By Peter Conlin

As asophomore mtiseasy to be over-
looked. We get excited over the iIncrease of
freshman, which at 17% this year 1Is excellent.
We applaud the seniors for their accomplish-
ments, but we sit in the middle. Perhaps mtis
more so the sophomores that get lost in the
middle than the juniors, because the juniors are
rapidly approaching their senior year. Whatever
the case, sophomores, In the words of Mary
Thompson, “have matured a lot more and we *ve
become a lot more busy.”

With 165 sophomores out of a campus
census of 898 students, Itiseasy to understand
why Joy Milliard commented that she wished
she knew more of her classmates. Perhaps
because there are not all that many of us and we
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Sophomores:

seem so very busy, we are not easy to spot.
Despite our small number, Nathan Burns feels
that “W e *ve got a big impact. ™

Burns expounds on the 1dea saying that,
“we have revitalized our campus [with] new life
and enthustasm.” With the “spearheading of the
Cougar Crazies” and the “new life” that we ’ve
brought to the basketball team, “a lot of people
are taking charge and becoming leaders.

Thompson alsocommented that “we
Know what tmeans to live on our own and we
know the importance of family,” both of these
neing very valuable lessons.

| hope that many of us will stand and join

Inagreement with Milliard, In saying that, “Tin
proud to be a part of the Class of 2000. ~
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Janelle Weirderhold plays bass 1In her band.

Class Of

%

Rush showing off his favorite Cougar Crazies

Rookie entertains by reading a bedtime story
shirt.

in his favorite gown.



Homecoming

By Licia Layson

Homecoming i1sa time of
fun with friends. There are
basketball games, alumni
events, and of course there Is
the big homecoming banquet
for students and their sweet
hearts. This night would start
as any other semi-formal
occasion. The girls are In thelr
rooms trying to get their hair to
look exactly perfect before
slipping Into the perfect dress.
When the halr never gets
perfect, they settle for as good
as cwill look. The guys, on
the other hand, are playing that
one last video game before they
have to slip on a tie.

The time has finallycome
for the guys to go pick up the
girls. They run one last comb
through their hair before they
go out into the wind and almost
forget to pick up the flower off
the dresser. The girls are still
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Robbie Bolton and Kim Sturm were crowned king and queen of
homecoming during the weekend events.

playing with their hair trying to
get that one last hair where 1t
needs to be. For the guys this
will just be another one of those
nights they will be forced to
remember the date of for the
rest of their lives. For the girls
itisa major event. They will
remember the littlest details
down to the colors of the tie the
guy has thrown on at the last

minute. They arrive at the
dinner and all goes pretty well.
There are pictures to be taken
and of course the horse drawn
carriage ride 1s a nice touch.
When the banquet Isover
though, what everyone just
wants to do Isget out of the
clothes that now seem to fit a
lot tighter and slipon some
relaxed fitjeans. They all head
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Amanda Foley and Cody Qascho say cheese for the camera.

on over to the bam for some
nice, dare |Isay It dancing. The
night ends with everyone
laughing and remembering the
unique rhythmic stylings of so

(left) Some
men at
homecoming
posing for a
picture.

MI

(right)

Some girls at
homecoming
line up to
show off new
dresses.

and so. The guys have a reason
to remember the date and the
girls have long forgotten about
that one rebel hair. They
succumb to sleep about three In

Ti

Quotes:

“Ithink Homecoming 1SS0
funny, but Inthe same
sense you are so
constricted by the dresses
and so nervious that itkind
of takes away from the
point of the night."

-Noelle Winters

“The Masquerade Ball on
Saturday night was an

absolute blast.
-Miri1am Dryer

“I'like Homecoming. Ithink
ikwas nice to get out and
go somewhere fancy.”
-Heid1 Bihn

the morning after reminiscing
about the night with friends.
After all, they have to get a
little sleep before the next day’s
events.

K



Around The World In Four Weeks

By Melissa Keys

There are some who
do not understand cross-
cultural trips taken by college
students. Parents have safety
concerns, administrators
sometimes feel 1t takes time
out of class, and students face
the 1ssue of how to finance the
trip.

However, the value of
an experience In another
country goes beyond that
found In the “traditional
classroom;” rtteaches students
real life in the real world. As
our world shrinks there 1s a
growing need to be culturally
aware and sensative.

A native buinessman
of Costa Rica was questioned
about why students should
spend time In Latin America.
HIS response was, “So they
can learn to do business with
their future partners. ™

Spring Arbor has been
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on the cutting edge of a growing
trend for about a decade with Its

required cross-culteral trip. The
trips last three weeks and iIn-
clude learning about govern-
ment, religion, and family
dynamics within the country.

Ifyou are not convinced

that these experiences are worth
their weirght In gold, listen to the

Joumals:

I
“"The people here, though
seen as poor Dby our
standards are so much
richer 1n spirit than we
are. V/e have so much we
could learn from their way
of life...

Melissa Keys: Family stay 1In
Nicaragua, fall 1997

"The grounds are so quiet,
After 1 went through the
crematorium, bells began to
toll. There was a wooded
path near the ovens...
every so often there was a
flower bed and a stone
engraved with words such
as, "In memory of thousands
of unknown people buried
here™> .. So sad!"

Ron 1 Smith: Dachau,

Qermany/Concentration
Camp, fall 1996

"Every morning all of us at
the Olive Branch Mission
get 1In a circle and pray.
These people, many of them
recovering alcoholics,
thank God for waking up
each morning. Each day 1is
a miracle and gift to them-
|l Yve learned that each day
IS not a "right", but a gift.
My Tife 1s a miraclel”

Joe Mole: South Side
Chicago, Spring 1998

words of the
students them-
selves. Kristy
Aurand feels a
semester
experience
should be
required at all
schools. Eric
Painter reflects
that “Russia
changes you
and 1m’ssome -
thing I’ll never
forget." Melissa

Q*.

Wilcox describes the difference

between her January trip and her
semester in Latin America like
this, “Four weeks Is a great start
to opening the eyes of students
while a sememster really allows
you to reflect and learn about
yourself, the country, and God.
S0 are the students really
learning anything? Carla Koontz

says, “It's quite obvious that

students come away withanew
knowledge, and the students will
attest to that.”
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Babbie Mason visits SAC

By Rachel Markel

Though the snow was
blowing and the audience
wasn"t as large as anticipated,
Wednesday, December 10, was
still a highlight formany
Spring Arbor cholr students.
For itwas on that evening that
the students recelved the
chance to perform with Babbie
Mason, gospel entertainer and
Spring Arbor alumnus.

Mason now lives near
Atlanta, Georgila, but she
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originally hails from Jackson,
M1, where her father was a
pastor. She has recorded
several albums, and has also
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written songs for herself and
other musicians.

The concert was acom-
bined concert which included
the cholr singing some works
on their own. Babbile singing
some of her own works and
Babbie and the cholr singing
together. “The highlight for me
was when Babbie and Ed Scott,
(sophomore), singing a duet,
sald Ann Engle, freshman.

“Ktwas thrilling to work
with Babbie,” said Charles
Livesay, professor of vocal
music and director of the choir.
Livesay was here when Babbie
was a student however, he was
not directing the choir at the
time. Still, he said he has
enjoyed seeing how she has
grown, not only as a performer,
but also as a composer. “I love
her flair for gospel writing and
singing," he commented.

(left) A roaming guitarist at
the Madrigal festivities.

(below) The Concert Choilr siIngs

backup for Babbre Mason.

Madrigal Dinner brings
Renalssance to Spring Arbor

By Rachel Markel

On Friday, December 6,
singers, flutists, strings and
brass gathered for the annual
Madrigal Dinner. The tradition
was started in 1979 by Dr.
Charles Livesay as away to
feature the chamber singers.
However, thatyear they sang at
the staff and faculty Christmas
Dinner, twasn"t until the next
year that the feast became open
to all of the community. “That
first year was interesting,
especially because of the
costumes. The singers had
made them themselves, and
some were very authentic,
while others were not quite so
close,” saild Livesay.

During the evening, diners
were entertained by listening to
various madigrals and carols,
similar to those that were sung
during medieval times. While
most of the entertainment came
from the musicians, the diners
found that some merriment

The madrigal Choir enter with
style and charm.

to 1
Servers bring 1n the Wasail.
could be found simply trying to
eat their meal. . Each course
of food was Introduced with a
song, and a procession. The
audience then had to decipher
how to eat each course with
only a long knife-like utensil.
The menu for the evening
included Cornish hen. roasted
potatoes, green beans, salad,
bread, and apple dumplings.

In addition to introducing

>

(right) freshman Jenni Lloret
softly plays the night away.

Echo 15

each course with a song singers
also traveled from table to table
singing various Christmas
carols as small quartets. Other
entertainment included a jovial

jester, roaming knight and

instrumentalists. The evening
concluded with a concert from
the singers. Some of the
selections included, God Rest
Ye Merry Gentlemen and We
Wish You a Merry Christmas.
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The Good Doctor

-y

_

Ann Engle as a woman who 1s willing to

drown for the right price.

 n

4

(left) Rachel Markel comforts the ever polite Nikki Lane

"The Governess®", (above) Scene 2 of The Good Doctor,
entitled "the sneeze.

1N

Director’s notes by Lynn Hill

“Coming from a background of directing
high school and community theater plays, | have
been pleasently surprised and delighted at the
willingness of these college students to take
responsibility, both on and offstage. We are
blessed with a wealth of talent on necessary
tasks to Insure a succesful production. Please
include Inyour applause the acknowledgement
of those listed under [The Crew]. I has been my
Joy towork with all of the students involved In
this play, and this experience reinforces my
pelief that our world will be all right with such
nersons In places of leadership in the future.

The Cast: Tim Ambrose, Aaron Cole, Leigh
Ann Dusseau, Ann Engle, Tina Freeman,
_ane Gordon, Laurie Hentschel, James
H1ggs, Nikkr Lane, Licia Layson, Andrew
_indley, Jennie Lloret, Rachel Markel,

Christina Pollard, Lynn veydt, Jennifer
Watson.

The Crew: Becca Austin, Alex Dimmig
Rochelle Gerten, Chad Hammond, Amanda
Rice, Stephanie Stewart, Carrie Turner.

The Director: Lynn Hill

(right) Lane Gordon as Peter Swyonych 1in
"The Seduction.”® (corner) Tim Ambrose has a
civilized discussion with his boss Andrew
Lindley 1In "The Sneeze." (below) Lane
Gordon closely examines the 1n-need-of-a-
root-canal®™ mouth of Aaron Cole 1In

“Surgery.”
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Friends

In the current issue of w
Family of Friends, a look at
artists. As of late several
groups have begun to pop up
all over campus, and on anon-
musical note, The Spring Arbor
College art department swept
an art show for the third year
running.

Ilona Kuzmicz and Janelle Wiederhold kick
out the jams.
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The hunchbacks

The Crusader

The Crusader Is the Spring
Arbor College newspaper, which Is
published every Friday. The Cru-
sader features timely articles,
student opinions, music and movie
reviews, faculty columns, and
more.

Echo

Echo is the very publication
you are reading. Usually put to-
gether over a solid weekend of
hard work, Echo iIsthe SAC year-
book magazine. Echo is dedicated
to keeping students’memories
immortalized on paper.

The Stone Table

The Stone Table 1s Spring
Arbor College’ literary arts jour-
nal.. Itispublished twice a year,
and features works of poetry and

fiction from students, faculty, and
staff.

Jason Armstrong

Jason Is the
managing editor of

the Echo. He also
works as the asso-

clate editor of The
l\y N Stone Table and
)fy*/ X the photo editor of
/ The Crusagder .

Jason Isan an-

nouncer and music
director at WSAE . A senior professional
writing major, Jason enjoys photography,
music, poetry, and long walks In the park.

Randy Streu

Randy Is the
editor-in-chief of
The Stone Teble, the J MY
assoclate editor of
The Crusager, and  ~
the editor’s assistant
for the Echo. Randy £
ISa sophomore and
has majors In both Professional Writing
and Broadcasting. He enjoys poetry,
music, art (even though he can’draw),
and long walks In the cemetary.

Josh Salsburey

Joshua Is the

Editor of The
Crusader He Isa
sentor English/
History major. In
the fall Joshua will
be attending the

- College of Law at
the University of Kentucky. He enjoys
Jazz, tennis, poetry, soccer, armchair
sports, Sunday drives, Oreo cookles, and
long walks with his filancee, Julia.

Wr

Christiran Metts

Christian 1s the

- m m
production guru/
layout master for
all three publica- - y
tions mentioned on * -
this page. He Isan H"T i

early-enrolled Art LW

major. We inthe kA~

Student Pub lab

have no 1dea what would happen 1fChris
tian left. He enjoys drawing, wearing
sundry household r1tems, playing com-
puter games, and long walks off short
pIers.

of Student Pub

Dr, Wally Metts

Wally
“Sailor" Metts is
the Chair of the
Communication
Department at
| SAC, a free-lance
writer, aCommu -
nications profes-
sor, and director
of Student Publications and Focus. As I1f
that weren®t enough, He"s also the advisor
for The Crusader and The Stone Table.
He has four kids and enjoys poetry, grits,
cappuccino, and long walks on the beach.

More brave staff

MacKenzie Covault:
Blue & Gold, Crusader

Roni1 Smith:
Copy Editor, Crusader

Paul Bohms:
Sports Editor, Crusader

Mel1ssa Keys:
Advertising, Crusader

Dana and Jeremy Barnes:

Advisors, Echo
Writers: Jessica Dold, Dan Gisel, Rachel
Markel, David Evans, Chad VanMeter,
Peter Conlin, Dawn A.S. Williams, Paul
Nemecek, Christina Pollard, Sarah
R1ggleman, Mary Thompson, Dr. Marsha
Dargle-Williamson, Licia Layson
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