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Around the Oak

Singing "We Wi[] go

SAC Grves Praise Through the Ages

Singing praises unto the Lord 1is the
mission of the Spring Arbor College

Concert Cholir as they prepare for thelr
upcoming tour. The group spreads the Word
of God through music. The members have
chosen to use their talents for Him and to
bless the listeners.

Perfecting the music requlires
practicingmany hours. Each plece provides
the group with a new challenge to achieve
rich vocal quality. Students attending classes
In the music burlding hear harmonious
sounds echo throughout the music building
as the choir rehearses.

The Concert Choir iscurrently under
the direction of Assistant Professor of
Music BrianWalrath. He has recently filled

" Its been a treat for
me towork with the
concert choilr this year.
The group Ishard-
working, cooperative

and enthusiastic.

Euchre “pillow 1alk"...doyou have a loner, partner?
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-Brian Walrath
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the position formerly held by Dr. Livesay,

w%:) ISon sabbatical. Walrath commented.
t's been a treat for me to work with the

concert choir this year. The group 1Ishard-
working. cooperative and enthusiastic.

Members of the cholr are excited
about the music that Walrath has chosen.
"The music we"re doing iswonderful !~ ex-
claimed Licia Layson. “We're finally
doing the whole program from memory."
sald Jen Shunk.

The tour began on Wednesday.
April 9. 1997, as the charter bus departed
from Spring Arbor at 5:30 a.m. The tour
consisted of 12 performances throughout
Michigan and Ohio. Walrath allowed the
singers to contribute suggestions forconcen
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Students express the joy of singing amidst pre-concert hubbub.

locations. Several choirmembers will now
have the opportunity to perform iIn their
hometowns. The local residents of each
community volunteered tohost the students
as they passed through. At least two
students stayed at each home.

The tour theme was “Praise Through
the Ages.” Anne Walcott said. “It’s been
enjoyable,” and quite different from her high

school choir. “On Thursdays,
we have a time of sharing and prayer

Walcott also mentioned that It
has been great meeting many new people

requests.”

and butlding friendships.

By A hdrea Shipp

The concerts would be duds without countless hours of preparation both in class and out.
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Casey Turner is > i ;
happy to lake a ( 11

Share-a-thon 97 esse i \ o

Students get practical ~ o | ; o
experience at fundraising

TN

 —

$75,000 may seem to be an unreachable
goal tosome, but toVVSAE 1tisa goal at the tip / - ' 4 . | v /
of 1ts fingers. Spring Arbor College®s Christian | . - S '
ministries radio station raised $40,000 which t W c

makes this years Share-a-thon the most
m

successful one ever. -y . K \ “

Marketing and Development Communication students are responsible for every facet ofproduction during Share-a-thon auditions
Coordinator Chad Cole has high hopes for the and recording.
station, all of which he believes are feasible. J
This includes the desire to be fully listener
supported. "This year one of our goals was to
reach out to those who have never donated i
before to be one of a thousand with a pledge of o

Joy Smallegan signs listener letters.

$25." Cole says, “There are a lot of people out
there who listen but do not support. They are
the ones we are trying to reach.” -4 _i\\f{\{_i— “V-\

The radio portion of the fundraising event N j o
took place March 19, 20 and 21 instead of on
March 12, 13 and 14 asoriginally planned. The
schedule change allowed the radio station to AN .
alr the men’ basketball games from ldaho. 1 \ n
Senitor Jen Dumont believes this was a

hinderance to the fundraising. “A month prior f ?L » v
& | Vv

< ¥

President Chapman gives a personal interview during Share-a-thon.

toevent we started promoting Share-a-thon "97
by asking listeners to pray about ways to be
involved. Two weeks before [the event], all of o )E'VA—\S
thatcame toa halt |inorder] towork the NATA . 1 Y | /
National Tournament Into our programming. u VA1l
The televised portion of Share-a-thon was _ / h.
recorded on March 10, 11, and 12 as
scheduled. Auditions were held two weeks
earlier to give both talent and crew members a X
chance to get comfortable with the studio " . / \
equipment. The videos were then distributed - -
to local cable stations and aired atvarious times -
on March 12, 13, and 14. |
While thisyear was successful, plans are | ® V
already being made to surpass this year.
Share-a-thon i1s not only Important because of
the money It raises to help keep the radio and
television studios up and running, but 1t also
SAC students an awesome hands-on learning :

experience. \Y,
Ty ~ A

/Jy Jennifer Dumont 7 f

JenniferDumont and Casey Turner answer
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Lady Cougars Soar

The Spring Arbor Women’ softhall
team can"t wait to prove itselfon the field.
After finishing the Christian National soft-
ball tournament as runners-up. the ladies
hope to have another sucessful season.

The teanm must overcome
Inexperience. With no sentors and only four
returning juniors, teamwork 1Is essential.
“We hope tohave asuccessful season,” said
junior pirtcher Joey Bradshaw. “You can't
work hard as a team and not be successful.”

Teamwork 1is the key in filling 1996
graduate Jodee McDa1d’ position as pitcher.
AsanNCCAA All-American pitcherand the
NCCAA’s Most Outstanding Player.
McDaid’ cleats may be hard to fill.

Therr coach. Deb Thompson, looks to
the returning players for leadership. Junior
catcher Amy Torok’s consistent hitting and
excellent defense will be crucial to the
team’ssuccess. Juniorsecond basemanAmy
Baker continues to exhibit speed and
dedication on the field. Junior third
baseman/catcher Heather Norman will
provide hard hitting and consistent catching.

A SAC softball player circles the bases ata home game.
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Bradshaw"s pitching, as well as her hard
work and desire to succeed, will be great
contributions to this year"s tean.
Sophomores Kellie Keen and Jenny
McPherson hope to step iInto leadership
positions and usher the team 1iInto a
successful season.

Four transfer students add experience
to the team. They are: junior Becky Heller,
sophomore Erin Edwardson. sophomore
Kerri Zalba, and sophomore Lindsay Curtis.

Katie Anibal, Aimee Lawrence,
Mindy Milligan, Sara Nelson and Amy
Tuttle are the five freshmen who debut in
collegiate softball this season.

The team feels despite thelr
Inexperience, they have enough love for the
game and desire to win to be successful.
“Once we get focused, we can get where we
want togo," satd Norman. Head Coach Deb
Thompson also seems optimistic about this
year’s team. She has three main goals for
this season: “lwant us to glorify God. do
our best at whatever we do. and have fun.”

Bv Michelle Grimm
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A SAC tennis player reaches for the sky.
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Aces Hang Together

“We all haveacommon goal and we"ll

all work together to get there."” explained
senior co-captain Brain Croshy. “We have
a lotofnew guys and we"re coming together
now. Hopefully we can work together to
get to the next level.
The aspects that possibly distinguishes
them from other teams are their teamwork
and mutual respect foreach other. “We"re a
very tightknit team. They all root for each
other." said Head Coach Terry Darling.

The team definitely notices a differ-
ence In this year’ squad. “lI"ve been told
that this could be the best team in Spring
Arbor history.” said transfer freshman Matt
Turner.

The team hopes to accomplish many
things this year. “lthink we have the talent
to get to nationals,” said Turner. "I believe
It’s possible for us to win the conference
without losing a match.”

By Michelle Grimm

SAC Points Loved

The Spring Arbor College Women'’s
Tennis team works hard together. “The teanm
Is very close because we like each other’s
company,” sald Peggy Calderone, women?’s
tennis coach. “We"re like a family.”

“The WHAC Conference has gotten
tougher,” said Calderone. “They’ve really
stepped itup a level.™

Confidence problems have effected
thisyear’ team as well. “lthink we have a
little lack of confidence and experience,”
sald Senior Stephanie Geelhood.

That’s why this season has been so
tough to take.” Geelhood continues toserve
as the team’ leader. “Steph Issuch agood
leader because she has so much tennis ex-
perience,” sald Calderone.

With an unbeaten record so far this
season. Geelhood is inexcellent position to
win theWH A C championship for the fourth
year In a row.

Geelhood wants the team to concen-
trate on more than just tennis, however. *“I
want us to represent SAC as a Christian
school,” said Geelhood. “Our attitudes need
to show at all times that we are serving
Christ.”

A Dbig change next year seems un-
avoildable. Seniors Joyelle Crownover.
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Geelhood., and Jill Neuenschwander’ ten-
nis days arecoming toarapidend. The tean
will have to rely on juniors Kristy Aurand
and Kristen Isbeque for leadership next year.
The team will also rely on freshman Wendy
Whitlock who has been a pleasant surprise
for the team this year. “I love Wendy’s
“‘freshman enthustasm,”” said Calderone.
“She 1s a real fighter.”

Calderone has already found three
soon-to-be freshmen to try to replace the
departing seniors. “Recruiting fell right into
place this year.” said Calderone. “Itdoesn"t
always work that way so It’s nice. N

By Michelle Grimm

The baseball team swings to victory.

Hey Batter...
Swing

Respect and comraderie can turn
agroup ofgood players Intoa great team.
“This year’s team respects one another
for how they work, not just how they
play,” sald Head Coach Burbridge.

After last year’sdisappointing fin-
Ish, the team looks to improve on the 21-
16 record. “Last year’ team died out at
the end of the season.” said Burbridge.

Despite the rocky finish,
Burbridge’s record of 32 winning sea-
sons Inarow as the Cougars head coach
remains unblemished.

After losing players such as Tom
Wakefield and Eric Jacobs, now the
team’sassitant coaches, the Cougars have
assembled yet another strong team. "We
have a team full of hard workers,” said
sentor first baseman Jeremy Patterson.
*We have a lot of leadership returning.ga

One of the Cougar’s greatest
strengths lies in the diversity of their tal-
ent. The Cougars have outstanding play-
ers at every position. “We have devel-
oped a complete team." said Burbridge.
“We are prepared in all facets of the

game.
The team hopes to fulfill many
goals this season. “l hope we can go to

Nationals and make an Impact,” said
Freshman third baseman Brandon Bell.
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Golfers Go Putt-Putt

0.K. so the Spring Arbor Golf Teanm
didn"twin the Masters by a record breaking
18 under par like Tiger but they play with
the same drive to win.

The golfteam iscurrently ranked 25th
In the nation. “We got off to a slow start
because of the bad weather that we have
had." said Jason Swihart a junior at SAC.
“0f the five people that qualify for a match,
we can never get five solid games,” said
Jason.

Even though they are off to a slow

Practice
makes

perfect...so

perfect the t
Men?’s

GolfTeanm

will be.
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. Men Run Away
The Spring Arbor Men’s Track
team 1s off to a running start. The
{ -
start, the team remains optimistic. “We have X outdoor season began Saturday W.'t.h the
- : WHAC Outdoor Meet. They finished
an advantage because our size helps us hit .-
] L i fourth overall and qualified four runners
it long,” said Jeff Swihart. a Sophomore at L. i
SAC - mft for the Christian National Meet.
' _ _ - Sentor Jeremy Nussbhaum has also
The team goals this year include ..
i _g . Y i — gualified for the 100-meter and 200-
defending their Christian National : _ o
- i . i i r- meter runs. Coach Bippes said. "Jeremy
Championship and winning regionals again ) ] _ -
i Nussbhaum Is an outstanding runner.
this year. The team hopes to play well and . . ..

) i : A back 1Injury sidelined junior
enter the regional tournament in May with 3 - C . hi “lt hard
the momentum that they need to win. / V. asey TUrner this season. was anar

* > loss for the team because Casey was an

By Paul Bohms _ ’ i important member,” said Coach Bippes.
A 4 ’ Despite being red-shirted this season.

Turner should be able to rejoin the teanm

Golfers wish toswing there way to victory. for his senior year.

“Overall the men are bonding well

as a team,” said Bippes. Freshmen

Nathan Harbottle, Josh Roley. Jason

Norman, and Dave Wilhite are all

taking on a lot of responsibility for the

[ i team’s successes. "They have really

. ; stepped up and are working hard.” said

Bippes.
] By Paul Bohms
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Women Run Like Hare

"We"re going to surprise a lot of
people,” said Head Coach Bill Bippes J.
Spring Arbor Women®s track team began
their season athome on Saturday with a third
place finish at the WHAC Outdoor
Championships.
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Men move Inon the competition.
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The cold, rainy weather did little to
dampen the spirits of the determined teanm.
The women recorded several key victories,
including a record-setting 3,000 meters by
Sophomore Kelli DeCamp. DeCamp broke
the record she set last year by a full 15
seconds. Freshman Andrea VanderHorst
tore up the field by winning the high jump.
100 hurdles and 400 hurdles. VanderHorst
proved to be the most consistent athlete for
Spring Arbor by placing in all six events she
competed In. Junitor Kim Sturm continues
to be a leader for this young team by
winning the shot-put.

One factor that hindered the women
IS the enormous amount of Injuries. Key
freshmen Carrie Burger and Lanette
Mossolle were unable to compete at the
WHAC meet due to injuries. Freshman
Jenny Harper suffered a season-ending
Injury and has been red-shirted for the
season. Harper practices with the team, but
Isunable to compete. “lwish we had 30 of
her,” said Bippes about Harper. “She never
gives up or gives into pain.”

Despite the amount of injuries, the
team’s numbers grew this year. “There are
a lotmore people thisyear,” saidsophomore
distance runner Hilary Green. “With a
bigger team, we have enough for relays.

Many of Bippes’goals hinge on the
Christian Nationals meet later this season.
“One of my goals is for the team todo well
at Christian Nationals, “said Bippes. “We
finished seventh last year and 1°d like to be
In the top four this year.

Fifteen out of the seventeen team
members have already qualified for
Christian Nationals. Junior Kim Sturm has
won the shot-put at Nationals the past two
years and hopes to continue her streak over
the next two years, winning the title four
consecutive years.

Bippes” main goals are not
competition-related at all, however. “My
main goals are for the team to stay focused
and put God first,” said Bippes. “lwant the
team to be whole individuals through a
combination of sports and academics.

The WHAC Conference Meet on
Saturday was Spring Arbor’ only home

meet this season.
By Michelle Grimm

Track runners Kkeep
pushing to faster paces.



Inter-Tarthi Sfiefter gives SfeCp, Aope

Volunteers make Inter-Farth ministry possible.

Walking through the door into Inter-
Faith shelter, one would not expect to hear
children®s laughter, but that"s the sound that
greets you. because many families call this
home.

“We take care of one another,” said
Cheryl Cox, a current Inter-Faith resident.
Resident Michael Lewis said. “It's a place
where people can come to get away from
their problems.” Some of these include
drug and alcohol abuse, domestic violence,
job loss, and personal difficulty. One of the
problems Lewis won"t have toworry about
anymore 1S loneliness. Lewis and Cox met
at the shelter a year and a halfago and are
now engaged to be married.

Inter-Faith provides shelter and food
for anyone in need. K helps residents find
housing and become iIndependent again.
Last year the shelter provided meals forover
61.000 people and lodging for over 5.000.

Assistantmanager Martha Moten Ison
ner eleventh year at the shelter and said, “I
nave a lot of respect for (the residents),
necause rtcould have beenme.” Since 1974.
she feels they have succeeded In keeping
approximately 2,000 residents from
returning. When asked about the goal of
Inter-Faith, Moten stated. " My goal 1s to see
them off of drugs, In their own place, and
responsible for their children- to live like
human beings #

Inter-Faith Shelter acquires thelr

funding by donation. People can give food,
clothing, money, or time. Almost every day,
agroup or organization comes and serves at
least one meal. Jim Thompson Isa Spring
Arbor College student and an Inter-Faith
employee. “It's a place to get to know
people, to share my faith with people.” he
said.

Thompson feels the shelter is like a
crutch for some. For the few people mtdoes
help, there are others that take advantage of
Itssendees. Inter-Faith has realized thisand
now has limitson how long people can stay.
Jackson county residents are allowed to live
at the shelter for 90 days while out-of-county
residents can stay for two weeks. The
lodgers agree to work two hours a day
cleaning tables, sweeping floors, or other
chores while staying at the facility.

Inter-Faith owns 14 rental homes for
various families, with the most expensive
apartments costing $300 amonth. They plan
to add housing for 32 extra people during
thesummer of 1997. The project, originally
slated for January, was pushed back due to
a lack of funds.

“Its’s a challenge,” Moten said, “but
iIfyou'"ve got the Lord on your side, you'll
be able to make it

Bx Dawn A. S. Williams
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The shelter r

offers -

Jackson area

residents a
place to rest.

V

Clothing, time and money are just some of the things
needed by Inter-Faith Shelter.
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homelessness.
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Taking out the
trash and wiping
down tables are
just two of the
jobs residents
volunteer for at
the shelter.
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No matter where home

children need to play.



Graduation

Senior thMiugs
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What withyou
remember most about
SpringArbor CoCCege

" In IS years?
" The “community...">
'\\ My wonderful Christian bosses 1In
1 the Career Center and the
bookstore. ..

The great teachers I have met here:

_ the ones who teach not just

Naal Butris i ] i
academics, but what life 1s all

about. ..

o Choir tours...especitally my
A freshman year to Florida. Without
that tour I would have become a

-7 completely different person...

Good times I had with my friends...

The teachers...

- The athletic progranms...

A Christian atmosphere...
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- i i Paula Hansen
Shaun Gilroy secky Click Michele Gray Mandl Green
"L 1tt professor has the
§ i
biggest heart?
| Marsha Daigle...good listener.
I I n (iow
| n/ ) S Paul Nemecek...has a heart for
| 1 i . » i students.
|
* MaryDarling...great Christian.
J S
) . * I _/ i Dr. Eells...cracks jokes 1n class.
: 1 N 7 -
. E | 0 | Dr. Johnson...encouraging
ST f
| | m 5 Dr. Campbell.. .very patient.
!
: _ Jod1 Johnson Kevin Kilgore
Linda A. Hack Jennifer Heatwole

Graduation 18
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Amy Lelninger

Duane A. Lindsey Gwenda Meffora
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Monica Perez

Eric Platt Lawanda Ross
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Lisa Layson

Chris Miller
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Christie Rutter

Akat Isthe one thing
you couCchn t have done
without at coCCege?

Best friends and my teddy bear...
Financial aid...

My car and a telephone...

The strength of God...

My computer and e-mail account...
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Donita Painter
ils i
| ft
1 {
fr X
|
>

Will Sherwood
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Jen Shunk Amy Siemers Joy Smallegan Charity Smith Steph Smith
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| fyou couCcfhave one
; L wishfor thefuture,
] | m> b | what wouhchit he?

|
(1 To live a happy life and become a
e A .t~ good witness for Christ...

/ Jor Continuing my education because |
! A like to know things...

Pay off my loans...

b Ajsi > To see where lwill be in four years
Jason Stiles Rebecca J. Stuck Ellen Thornhill Carmen Williams from now...

To know God s will...

* J * To be married with lots of children

1 ! rt L t = so that Imay train them in the Lord...
F JO* "

. i -0 My dreams and plans come true...
V 7 | |
T % To be a loving spouse. ..

To do everything to the best of my
ability and honor God inall of It..

E f o To teachwhat 1have learned through
personal experience to others...

Bethany Willick Karen Wylie Amity Wyma Angle Zimmerman



Students Learn to cdeacf
Education Department Stilll Growing at SAC

One of Spring Arbor College’s goals
IS to shape students into “lifelong learners®
who not only recelve a degree In their
chosen field, but become well-rounded
individualswho will continue togrow in all
areas of life.

One of the best ways to learn 1Is to
teach, so 1I1t’s not surprising SAC’s
education department iIsso important. "We
are trying to help students connect with a
practical and strategic approach to teaching

methods,” said Assistant Professor of
Developmental Education Carolee
Hamilton. The education department 1Is

constantly changing because of new
teaching styles and i1deas. The attitude
toward lecturing Is one trend that has
changed dramatically; studies show group
work isoften more effective than lecturing.
Teaching trends are not the only
changes over the past few years. The edu-
cation program at SAC has recently grown
from a department into a School. This IS
due to the avatlability of two masters
degrees, including master of Arts and
Teaching, and master ofArts and Education.
The programs are only two years old, but
are growing fast. Approximately 500
student enrolled when the program was
offered last summer. “ The program has
grown mostly by word of mouth,” said
David Hamilton, Dean of the School of
Education. "We ’ve spent very little on
advertising. One teacher goes through our
program, likes i, and tells other teachers.
Most teachers like the fact that we teach
things that are practical, things they can go
out and use the next day in their classroonms.
Students like the education program
at SAC for different reasons. “It’s one of
the best, and Iknow they have agood place-
ment rate,” stated sophomore Amanda
Grams. “1 also like the fact that at SAC
you"re able tohave more of apersonal stand-
point with the professors.” Senior Jason
Balley adds, “The professors are friendly and
helpful. They really try to work with
schedules and are there to help 1f theres a
problem.”™ Freshman Kirstin Young said.

They are accredited with NCAT as well as
North Central licensing, and 1t’s reciprocal
with Indiana. That way lonly have to take
the state boards to teach inmy home state.

When choosing a college to attend,
there are awide range of things students look
for, and find, at SAC. Young said, “I think
the Christian background here iIs important.
|want to know how lcan incoiporate those
values Into my teaching even iIn a public
school.” Grams was looking for “a small
college with nice scenery and good cred-
ibility." Hamilton added, “SAC students
have Christian character to offer. That can
often he abig helpwhen ttcomes todealing
with big 1ssues.

The School of Education’ placement
rate 1shigh foracouple reasons. “We tryto
keep up with what 1s currently working 1In
classrooms and we have good, caring
faculty,” stated Hamilton. “Also, I think a
lot of It has to do with the fact that the

students go out embodying the SAC
concept, and with the confidence that they
have been well trained. That comes across
In the schools they go to. We have teachers
tell us that our students seem more experi-
enced and more prepared to handle
situations than most student teachers.*"

Some of the goals the education
program would like to meet In the future
include more sight-based courses. This
wo uld allow students to observe the
lessons they are taught in an actual class-
room setting. There i1salso a desire for the
Masters program to be expanded into the
Alternative Education centers around the
Great Lakes area. We would like to
expand our masters program to our other
branches, but we want to keep the quality
that we have here iIn Spring Arbor.” said
Hamilton.

Bx Rachel Snith

Before heading out to teach. SAC students spend plenty of time in the classroom.
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Students get hands-on experience with lesson planning and creativity.
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SAC education students spend 120 hours inclassrooms observing before they
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begin student teaching.
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Teaching 1S a
continuous
education; as ilie
teaclier instructs,
they learn
themselves.



Generation SAC

Dr. Chapman IsHere toStay

Spring Arbor College Completes
Presidential Search

What do you do when the college
president resigns? Form a committee, of
course!

W*hen President Carden announced
his resignation in April of 1996, fourteen
Board of Trustee members, led by Harold
Munn, formed the Presidential Search
Committee.

The college was placed under the
direction of Interim President Dr. James
Chapman.

InDecember of 1996, applicants were
selected for a preliminary interview.
Applicants were chosen according to the
Presidential Profile; a successful candidate
would have educational leadership, execu-
tive leadership, advancement leadership,
developmental research and spiritual
leadership.

A candidate was selected to meet with
students at the end of February 1997, but
withdrew before the meeting could occur.
The candidate was eliminated not because

of moral concerns, but due to"circumstances
arose that eliminated the person from the
process,” saild Harold Munn. [Interim
President Chapman denied rumors that he
was a candidate. He Confirmed he "is not
and will not be considered. ®

The committee continued to search for
a candidate who demonstrated personal
Integrity, academic achievement and
intellectual maturity.

After the presidential search
recommenced. Chapman accepted the office
on March 3. His 1nauguration isscheduled
for May 25, during the Baccalaureate

service.
Bx Charin® Snith
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President
Chapman steps
out of his office
to speak with
students passing
through Muffin
Hall.
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Duties keep
President
Chap man
Inside even
when mtisnice
and sunny
outside.
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Students gathered
April 25 for an
evening of food
and fun with
President and Mrs.

Chapman.
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Chapman sitsinon

a chapel service - ¢

featuring speaker
Brenda Salter
McNeil.
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Facts about President Chapman

graduated from SA High School In 1951
met his wife before graduating from SA Junior College In 1954
between 1956 and 1967 he was Dean of Men. Officer of Church Relations, an
admissions worker, and Dean of Students here at SAC

ther jobs held: associate dean of students at the University of lowa, president
of the West Liberty State College InWest Virginia, an educational consultant,
president of a securities corporation, and independent contractor and i1nvestor
his likes are southern gospel and country music, southern fried chicken, grits,
and catfish
began presidency at SAC InAugust of 1996

B *
- mm "
K./.I’O.t c
w % f 7 X,7 V iI‘M7k|
| ) Tv. i;CffKAﬁm
L xTaj;; m.) =h
y | Tkailt
A
Xi

ft"



Sootlight

L fie (BoysLire Bady -

Right: Claude (Doug I

VI, AN
Reed), henchman to \5 Ty
Super Geze*s archrival, -,

spends his leisure time
working on his muscles.

Ormston Carries On Porchfest

Tradition

It’s spring once again. Time for
robins, picnics, flowers, and of course.
Ormston Porchfest. To most people around
here, Porchfest 1sa time to kick hack, relax,
and watch Ormston go nuts.

The firstOrmston Porchfest was held
spring of "82. Then-Resident Director Roger
Varland wanted todo something to involve
not just floors, but the whole dorm. Kbegan
as a movie night, hut the second year the
powers-that-be decided to add a variety
show, and Invite the whole campus. Ithasn’t
changed much over the years, except togrow
and become one of the years" biggest events.

The participants provide the
entertainment, such as skits, live hands, lip
synching, and belching contests. Then
there®s the Car stuff: when they find a really
small car and stuffas many people as they
can Inside IC

“It's a time when people can kinda
throw off some of their inhibitions and let
loose.” says senitor Jason Bailey. "I mean,
how often can you see people dressed up
like "K1ss” except at Porchfest?”

"It s a real classy event.” says former
RD Dan Vanderhill, as he laughingly recalls
when Chad Cole won the belch-off by
burping the entire alphabet.

Under Vanderhill’s direction.
Porchfest added a new tradition: the
Ormston Family Singers. "l don"t think any-
one who saw mwill ever forget the sight of
Dan Vanderhill Inadress singing “So Lon«
Farewell.” or Robbie Bolton as Gretl
during "My Favorite Things. ”says Bailey.

Senior Casey
Turner remembers a
slightly messier skit.
“We had fourguys up
front, a freshman,
sophomore, junior
and senior, and gave
them each a caramel covered apple-only the
one we gave the freshman was an onion. He
figured this out and didn"t eat 1t hut then.
Robbie Bolton and Eric Platt did a midget
skit where Robbie was the face. Someone
put the onion on-stage, and Robbie got It
smeared all over his face. It was pretty
nasty." Bolton says, "l thought twas sweet.
| was pretty shocked though.”

Both Jason Bailey and Dan Vanderhill
remember when a live band got a littlemore
showy than planned. “They drove across the
lawn on the roof of a conversion van. and
when the driver hit the brakes, the lead singer
flew off, over Ormston Rock, and somer-
saulted Into a guitar solo. It was pretty
spectacular.” Recalls Vanderhill.

Present RD Scott McFarlane 1is
looking forward to continuing the grand
tradition of Porchfest, with a few
improvements of course. One of these
being the cleaning up of the skits. The basic
rule has been: Kthas tobe clean. But mthasn’t
always happened that way. "1"m hoping to
possibly hold auditions or something to
guarantee this,” says McFarlane "I want to
get 1ta little more Christ-centered.

By Margaret Metis
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Above: Super Geze (Mike Gezelmman) takes flight
from the Ormston porch tocombat the forces of evil iIn
the world. Left: The heroine from Porchfest 97's
Super Geze one-act (Jason Feig) gazes into the
unknown while arranging her green hair.
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"1ds a time when people can
hjncCa throw offsome of thelr
inhibrtions and let Coose.
-Jason Badey
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